Account of a Roman Building and Camp lately 
diſcovered at Buxton, in the County of Derby. In 


a Letter from Major Rooke to the Biſhop of Carliſle, 
VF. 


Read at the SocitTyY of ANTIqQuarits, March 6, 1788. 


My Lokp, Woodhouſe, Feb. 23, 1788. 


1 take the liberty of ſending your lordſhip a ſhort account of 
a little Roman building, the foundation of which I diſco- 
vered laſt September at Buxton ; with a plan and deſcription of 
a Roman Camp. I am, very ſincerely, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt affectionate, 
and obliged, humble ſervant, 


H. NGO. 


On the hill facing the Creſcent little banks of earth have 
been thrown up; but as no regular form can now be made out, 
it is impoſſible to ſay for what purpoſe they were intended. See 
the plan, Pl. vi. No. 1. In the centre at (a) was an oblong tumulus 
incloſed with a ditch and vallum; the ditch 3 yards wide; the 


vallum was not of equal height in every part. On opening 
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2 Mr. Rook E on a Roman Building 


this tumulus at the top, we found one foot of earth, which 
covered a body of {tiff blue clay of about four feet, and which 


appeared to have been rammed in. Cloſe to the ditch we diſ- 
covered a. ſtrong wall made without mortar, incloſing an ob- 


long ſquare 46 feet by 22 feet 6 inches. Sce plan, Ne 2. The 


conſtruction of this wall is ſimilar to that of the large room, or 


kitchen, in the v///a_ urbana near Mansfield Woodhouſe. From 


the foundation, on the outſide only, were four off-ſets ; the in- 


ſide of the wall was rough and irregular ; which are proofs of 


its having been built againſt the above mentioned body of clay. 


See the conſtruction of the wall Ne 3. The ſuperſtructure ſeems 
to have been built with large well-drefſed ſtones; as thoſe now 
appear to be which are above the off-ſets. Nothing was found 
in clearing out the clay but two or three nails, a fragment of a 
patera, and a piece of a tile with the ſides raifed, exactly of the 
ſame kind as thoſe found in the Roman villa here. 


If I might venture to give my opinion of this building, I 


ſhould imagine from its ſhape and ſituation, it might have been 
a temple; probably dedicated to Apollo; one of whole attri- 


butes was healing, It is very natural to ' ſuppoſe, after the 
Romans had found the ſalutary effects of the warm ſpring, 


(which they held ſacred) that they would erect a temple to ſome 


_ prefiding deity. No ſituation could be better choſen for that 


purpoſe. . view is very extenſive, and the hill, from this 


temple, ſlopes down at (e) about four ſcore yards, in a direct 


line to St. Ann's well; near to which were found, a few years 
ago, the pavement of a Roman Bath, and other antiquities. 
The Rev. Mr. Pegge, in his perambulation of the leſſer Roman 
roads in the county of Derby, called the Bath way [a], traces 
| | [a] Roman roads through the Coritani, p- 10. 
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and Camp diſcovered at Buxton. 3 


one to Buxton from Brough, which was undoubtedly a Roman 
ſtation, and where antiquities have been found. He mentions 


his having ſeen a rude buſt of Apollo, .and of another deity, in 


ſtone, that had been found in the fields there. This Roman 


road comes by Fairfield to Buxton, where it ends; and I was 


told by ſome old men there, that it came to the hill above 


mentioned, and there finiſhed... Whilſt the Romans frequented 
theſe baths, it is natural to ſuppoſe that they would take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the heights and ſtrong poſts in the neighbourhood. 
Accordingly we find an exploratory camp on a high moor, 


called Combes Moſs, about four miles from Buxton; which is 
ſeen from the hill where the temple ſtood. As this Roman work 


(which 1s called Caſle aikes [O) has never, I believe, hitherto, 
been taken notice of, I have given a plan of it at (A), Pl. VI. 
fig. 4. The South fide, which is on a level with the moor, is ſtrong- 
ly ſecured by a double ditch and vallum here the entrance ap— 
pears to have been. The Eaſt and Weſt ſides are inacceſſible 
from a rocky declivity, which on the Weit fide goes down to 
a brook from whence the camp was ſupplied with water, as 
appears by a paſſage cut through ſome rocks at (B). Length 
of the South end 163 yards. The Eaſt fide, where there is now 
a well, is about 162 yards; width of the inner ditch (C) 7 yards; 
and of the outward ditch 5 yards. . (D) is a hollow way which 


goes winding to the camp.with an eaſy aſcent, The conſtruc- 


tion of the va/lum (ſee the ſection E. fig. 5.). is different from any 


I have cver ſeen ; being formed of long ſtones placed diagonally, . 


ſo as to preſs inward towards the centre, and then covered with 
earth: the baſe of the vallum is 12 yards. 


[3] Doctor Stukeley mentions a Roman Camp called Ca/?/e dikes in Northamp- 
tonſhire. Itinerarium Curioſum, I. p. 114. | 
I had 


4 Mr. Rook E on a Roman Building, &c. 4} 


'T had not time to examine the. roads near this poſt, but that 
from Buxton.to the camp is through Fairfield ; where, moſt 
probably, the Roman road from the .camp joined that to | 
Brough. 

I muſt here beg leave to acknowledge my obligations to Mr. | 
Heaton, not only for his information of theſe Roman works 
near the Creſcent, but for his politeneſs in reſerving them for ö 
my inſpection; the ground being intended to be planted and . 
laid out in walks to compleat thoſe elegant improvements, of 
public utility, carrying on by his Grace the Duke of Devon- 
ſhire, 1 
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